These two songs were composed in the summer of 2015, and are envisaged as part of a larger cycle of “Songs Against War”. 
Isaac Rosenberg (1890-1918) was a Jewish poet and artist forced by unemployment to fight in WWI despite disapproving of it and being without patriotic pretensions. His death shortly before the war ended robbed English poetry of a distinctively “European” voice. He wrote On Receiving News of the War in 1914 in a “Georgian” manner that would veer towards expressionism as he experienced the horrors of war. My setting attempts to evoke this contrast.

Wilfred Owen (1893-1918) is the most famous of the English war poets. My score includes the following note: “Wilfred Owen never completed the poem [Voices] on which the following song is based, leaving two 'lacunae'. These are symbolised by pauses – 'gaps' – in the music, accompanied by the word 'freeze!' This means that the performers should literally remain immobile in whatever posture they have adopted at those moments, resuming subsequently as if nothing had happened.”
